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As we have learned, a certain part of the egg begins the new
being itself. The cells of the remaining part supply the nourish-
ment. The first two weeks, as has been said in chapter 1, are
called the period of the egg; but we may think of the develop-
ing ovum as an egg all the way through from the moment it
unites with the paternal element to become a combination cell
to the time, nine months later, when the soft egg membrane
breaks, and baby, leaving its confines, passes out to independ-
ent life. (Sec "a" in Fig. 3.)
In the beginning, the egg is very small It settles down co-
zily in the wall of the uterus, and as it grows it increases in size;
and in that side of the ovum which rests against the uterine wall
there develop blood-vessel outgrowths like the roots of a tree.
These grow into the wall of the uterine chamber in such close
proximity to the blood vessels there that there is a continual
interchange with the mother's blood and that in the blood vessels
newly developing. These new blood vessels enlarge and increase
by many divisions until at last a spongy branching mass is
formed like a flat, bushlike tree, its blood-vessel roots growing
into the wall of the uterus. On the other side, however, the
branches converge to one important connecting tube going to the
child. This connecting tube, or cord, carries the arteries and
veins that form the passageway for the blood that must continu-
ally pass to and fro. (See "b" in Fig, 3,)
This mass of blood vessels growing into the uterine wall and
sending out the umbilical cord to the child is called the placenta
(see "c" in Fig. 3), and is fully developed at about the end of the
third month. The placenta is on one side of the uterus and the
child on the other—the two really in very close proximity to
each other. The length of cord connection is looped and coiled
between them, but all are within the egg membrane except
where the placental branches extend out into the maternal wall.
So the mother who told her little boy that he grew from a
tree and that his navel was where they cut him off the stem,
was not so far from right after all, was she? And this may vie
with the story of the egg for precedence as an interesting and
beautiful tale of baby's origin,

